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The, views expressed. in this col- 


“Omaha and after a, stormy session 
adopted: this resolution: “Ne poli-. 
tical party hag a. right “ expect,) 
nor should it receive, the votes of; 
Christian men so long as it stands. 
‘commited to the‘licenst policy and | 
refuses. to pvt itself on record as 


ued ov uvduivlidi CulVelllon 11 


umn are not: necessarily those of 


this paper, the purpose of. this col) 
‘umn being more for: the purpose: 


‘of “leéting ‘the readers. express: 


their vi8ws on subjects of interest ’ 


to all: : 


Will you allew me space. to tell 
of former times? I think such a le*- 
ter will interest the older citizens 
of Fremon~. ar 

One hundred years ago Conrad 
Stoddard and Sarah Howell were 
mnarried in West California, Mich. 
She was my mother’s sister. (Con- 
rad was 4 very good worker - one 
of the best, but whea drunk, which 
was not often, he seemed ‘crazy, 
and after living together till the Ct- 


vil War Sarah. left him, taking her 


‘avo iboys with her..\Some years af- 
terward.Conrad married again and 
had three children-by—his_ second 


wifert’ In, the winter of 1879 - 80, 


whilé crazy ‘with. drink killed his 
wife, his three childrén aad him- 
self. eta 

Sixiy years: ago 4 man named 
Jones (they “called “him « Limpy 
Tones, for he was lame) lived in 
the east part of Fremont. He was 


married but “had no children. He. 


was a fair worker when sober, but 
was a habitual drunkard. He moved 
from Fremont ‘to’ somewhere near 
Cadillac, Michigan; taking his‘ wife 
with hint. They ‘lived ina cabin in 
the woods, some distance from 
town.and ‘from neighbors. One-day. 


In winter he came-to’ town-and got-| 
: |-negs1; told him I thought it was a 


drunk and stayed drunk for two, or’ 
three’ = days.*. Someone’ recollected. 
that he ihdd a-wife and asked -about 
her.-Jones’ replied that she ‘was at 
home about*td ‘have-a‘ baby and he 
had comé 'to“town<to get-a doctor 
but—had ~ got’ drunk" and’ forgotten 
her. They found her and her baby 


_ frozen-solid. No food nor fuel in the 


house, “and “very little clothing or 
bedding: Jones. was ‘convicted of 


.Premeditated murdér and given a 


life. sentence. . “ 

In. the northeast corner of the 
Fremont Cemetery ig a monument 
with the name Bae Forbes 04 ‘it, 
She had. many ‘friends in Fremont: 
Her ‘husband, Frank Forbes,. was 


brother-in-law ‘to Lou' Lytle, He was | 


@ smart man“and’ owned” consider- 
able property, but drank! occasion. 
ally aad while drunk shot"and*kill- 
ed his wife: You-may read the date 


opposed ta the liquor traffic.” 
“vAnd “Re, C. Cameron who rin a| 
galoon.in thé guise of @ drug store 
“wag immuae from’ serious  prose- 
cution because’ he could Influence 
dnd deliver 7C votes in the conven- 
tion. that*“tamed the Judge. At 
least so I wag credibly informed. I 
stayed with the boys. till we had 
convicted Cameron more ‘tihan 
twelve times. Then I declared 1 was 
through, for he had to pay a fine 
of only $25. and he boasted he could 
make that anv day. He -bough* whis- 
ky for $1.75 a gallon and retailed it 
by the drink at $6. per gallon, 

And Conrad Seipp of Clhicago op- 
ened my eyes to the magnitude of 
the traffic. He had a thousand sa- 
loons to sell his beer, and 400 draft 
horses to haul delivery wagons. He 
grew rich and. built a mansion on 
‘Michigan Avenue that I think was 
the finest dwelling I ever saw, but 
died only one week after moving ; 
into it, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled - What doth it profit a man 
if he gain the whrie world and lose 
his own soul? ‘Seipp was declared 
to be one of the leading citizens of 
Ohicago. Chicago: is well halter- 
broke and I wonder where these}: 
leading citizens are leading her? [ 
can remember when it was report 
ed (about 1893) that over 500 mur- 
“dors were committed that year in 
Chicago, and only about a dozen 
criminals brought to serious trial. 

Many years ago a friend of mine 
proposed: going into the liquor busi-| 


‘damned: poor: business, “T think it 
is a good business, There Is money 
‘ja it, and dt hes several interesting 
side lines,” he retorted. 
"You have 4 good farm, are out 
ef debt ‘and can make an honest 
living,” I protested. 

- “Yes, by working myself 
death,”. he replted. 

‘So he went‘in for the easy money | 
and in ten years had lost his heaith 
ard mortgaged his farm. Just why 
he failed I do not know, but I think 
he got too much interested in the 
stde lines, 

But I fear J have made my letter 
foo long. When I get into that old 
rut it is hard to get out. Success to 
you, and farewell. 
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